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This is the monthly roundup of political monitoring for ActSmart members.


ENVIRONMENT

Single Use Carrier Bag Charge to Rise to 10p
The Government has laid legislation to increase the minimum single use carrier bag charge (SUCB) from 5p to 10p and will come into force on 30th April 2021 in England only. The amendment will also extend the obligation to charge to SUCB to all retailers and removes the exemption for airport retailers. Retailers with over 250 employees are required by law to record and report how many bags they sell. Separate legislation will also increase the SUCB charge to 10p in Scotland from 30th April 2021.
ANALYSIS: The legislation has been approved by each House of Parliament meaning it will come into force on 30th April 2021.

CRIME 

Retailers Plea to Prime Minister to Legislate Against Shopworker Abuse 
Over 65 retail organisations have written to the Prime Minister raising concerns of increasing instances of violence and abuse against shopworkers. The letter calls on the Government to improve protection for shopworkers by creating a new statutory offence of assaulting, threatening, or abusing a retail worker. In Scotland, the Protection of Workers (Retail and Age-restricted Goods and Services) (Scotland) Bill was recently supported by MSPs. The Scottish Bill establishes a statutory aggravation for assaults against retail workers. The letter calls on the Government to introduce a similar offence through the upcoming Sentencing Bill. 
ANALYSIS: Industry has come together to deliver a new campaign called ‘ShopKind’  on behalf of the Home Office’s National Retail Crime Steering Group (NRCSG). ShopKind will be launched on 19th April 2021 and has been fully endorsed by the Home Office. The ShopKind campaign aims to encourage positive behaviours in stores, acknowledge the work of shopworkers and highlight the negative impact that violence and abuse has on shopworkers. 
[bookmark: _Hlk64020127]Government Publishes New Digital Identification Framework

The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has published its new framework for digital identification. DCMS aims to use digital technology to make it quicker and easier for people to verify themselves and create a process as trusted as using passports or bank statements. The framework sets out rules that businesses should follow, such as; handling and protect people’s data, security and encryption standards and protecting against fraud and misuse. The Government is inviting comments and feedback on the framework via an online survey. 
DCMS: Government sets out new plans to help build trust in use of digital identities

BANKING/LENDING

Chancellor to Set Out Budget 

The Chancellor, Rishi Sunak MP, will deliver the 2021 Budget on Wednesday 3rd March. It is expected that the Chancellor will set out further details on business rates relief and extending the Government’s furlough scheme until the end of June. It is also expected that the budget will announce the extension of the contactless upper limit from £45 to £100. 
TAXATION 
Business Rates Review Delayed
The Government has delayed the conclusion of its fundamental business rates review from the 3rd March Budget until the Autumn. An interim report will now be published on 23rd March alongside other tax-related consultations. The Treasury states the delay is to allow the review to conclude when there is more clarity on the long-term state of the economy. 
HMT: Business Rates Review Update 
ANALYSIS: The Non-Domestic Rating (Lists) (No.2) Bill is passing through the House of Lords and is expected to pass into law without opposition. The Bill will set the next business rates revaluation at 1st April 2023 based on property values at 1st April 2021.  
Update: Business Rates Relief in Scotland

The Scottish Government has clarified the current business rates relief application process. The Scottish Budget extended 100% business rates relief for three months until the end of June 2021. The application process will allow retailers to opt out from the relief if they wish to and further details are expected in March after the 3rd March UK Budget. The Scottish Government has committed to match equivalent policies from the UK Government so this is subject to change. 

PLANNING/HIGH STREETS 

Scottish Government Publishes Towns Centres Report 
The Scottish Government has published a review report on its Town Centre Action Plan. The report highlights the additional challenge posed by Covid-19 and risks of increased inequality and disparities between provisions across the country. The report recommends town centres are further embedded within the National Planning Framework, with policy strengthened to apply the twenty-minute neighbourhood concept through revised policies. The twenty-minute neighbourhood concept is that people should be able to access all the services they need locally. The report also recommends business rates should be reduced for town centre uses and increased on out-of-town uses and amending VAT rates by trading location. Scottish Government Communities Secretary Aileen Campbell MSP has welcomed the report as a crucial contribution towards regenerating town centres.  
Scottish Government: A New Future for Scotlands Town Centres
COMPETITION 

Competition Review Discourages Regulation 
An independent review led by John Penrose MP has published proposals to update the UK’s competition and consumer regime. The ‘Power to the People’ report recommends the Competition and Markets Authority is tasked with publishing annual reports on consumer detriment across all industries. The review also recommends that using state aid to subsidise industries, for example via business rates relief or preferential lending, is minimised. The report also calls on the Government to prioritise cutting the costs of red tape for business by adopting a ‘one in two out’ target to reduce the volume of regulation.
BEIS: Independent report: John Penrose MP publishes proposals to strengthen UK’s competition regime 
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